FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS REGARDING AVASTIN TREATMENTS

Is there a charge?  - Yes, the hospital will send you a bill after the treatment.  

On the day of the treatment, you will sign a consent form saying that you are willing to pay the required amount ($125.00 per treatment). If this is a financial burden, please discuss it with the Finance Department when you receive the bill.

How many treatments will I require?  Your doctor has recommended 3 injections. Each injection will be booked anywhere from 4-8 weeks apart.

What will happen after the third injection?  You will be given two follow-up appointments.  One appointment will be in the Photo Lab to have a fluorescein angiogram. A nurse will inject dye into a vein in your arm while the photographer takes a series of pictures of your eye.  The next appointment will be with your doctor to discuss test results and treatment options.   

Are there any preparations prior to an injection?  Your doctor has given you a prescription for Zymar, which is an antibacterial drop. You will start the Zymar two days prior to your injection- one drop 4 times a day in the eye to be treated. You will continue Zymar drops for 7 days after your injection.  Discard these drops after the last dose.

 When you have the next treatment, you must use a new bottle.

Does the treatment hurt?  Your eye is numbed with an anesthetic drops so it should not hurt. Although, some patients do experience mild discomfort.

How long is the appointment for the treatment?  It will take approximately 1 to 2 hours.

Should someone come with me?  Yes. You will have dilation drops put in the eye being injected, making your vision blurry for several hours. Your depth perception may also be affected by the drops.

If I am on other medications should I stop them?  The only medication you should stop prior to treatment is Coumadin (discuss this with your Ophthalmologist & Family Doctor prior to stopping).  Please ask your family doctor to monitor your bleeding time with a blood test called INR.

What will happen at the appointment?  A technician will check your vision, eye pressure, and dilate the eye being injected.  A nurse will prepare you for the procedure. Then the Doctor will come in and give you the injection.  Sometimes the treated eye is patched for a few hours. The Doctor will tell you when to remove the patch, and when to resume the Zymar drops.

What will I notice after the injection?  Often your for eye will feel gritty, or have an irritated sensation for a day or two.  This is normal.  Bathe your eye with a warm water compress (using a clean facecloth and tap water).  

Will my eye be red? Your eye may be bloodshot.  This is normal.  It will dissipate in 7-10 days.

Why do I see a bubble or blob in front of my eye? You are seeing the Avastin drug, which the doctor injected into your eye. It will gradually dissipate. 

What should I be concerned about after the appointment?  If you experience aching, or a decrease in vision, please call Hotel Dieu Hospital at 613-544-3400, ext. 2678, to speak with a nurse. If it is after 4pm, or a weekend please call the Hotel Dieu Hospital Switchboard at 613-544-3310 and ask to speak with the Ophthalmology Resident on call. 

What is the success rate of this treatment?  Ninety percent of patients have stabilization and thirty percent experience improvement.

Is there a chance that I could lose vision?  Yes, in all treatments there is a risk.  About 10 percent of patients have noticed a drop in vision. Patients with wet macular degeneration will experience visual loss if untreated.
